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				Chapter 8

				Super Saints

				So far, we have been discussing supermen from mythology and from ancient ages past. Now, in this chapter, we want to look at two very special supermen who the Bible says will appear in the nearing future. We can read about these two su-permen—who are called the “two witnesses” in Revelation, chapter eleven.

					This chapter of the book of Revelation concerns a proph-ecy about the end times, in which two men are said to appear who possess supernatural powers unlike anything ever seen before.

					The two witnesses will appear at the beginning of the last half of “Daniel’s seventieth week.” This “week of years” or seven years will be divided into two parts of three-and-a-half years each. The first half corresponds to Christ’s three-and-a-half-years ministry on earth, which ended with His crucifixion. The second half will begin when the Antichrist receives Satan’s power, throne, and authority (Revelation 13:2), and it will end with the second coming of Jesus Christ.

				Power From Above

				The prophecy of the two witnesses begins when Jesus tells the apostle John that He would give special supernatural powers to them. They were called Christ’s witnesses because they will proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ during the last half of Daniel’s 70th Week.

					At that time, the Antichrist will be gaining considerable politically strength. He won’t like what the two witnesses are doing and saying, but there will be nothing he or anyone else will be able to do to stop them during the three-and-a- half-years of their ministry. “‘If anyone tries to harm them,’ 
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				Jesus warned, ‘fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die”’ (Revelation 11:5).

					Jesus then described some other supernatural powers He will give to the two witnesses: “These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying; and they have the power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as they want” (Revelation 11:6).

					Do those powers sound familiar? They are similar to the powers that Moses was given in order to lead his people out of bondage in Egypt. For this reason, some people believe that one of the two witnesses will be a returned Moses. The other one, they say, might be Elijah or even John the Baptist, returned.

				Who are The Two Witnesses?

				Perhaps the key to the identity of the two witnesses is found within the passage itself. Jesus said: “These are the two olive trees and the two lamp stands that stand before the Lord of the earth” (Revelation 11:4).

					In the eleventh chapter of the book of Romans, we are told that the true Church is likened to an olive tree. It has two kinds of branches: natural branches, which are symbolic of Jews who have come to recognize Jesus as their Messi-ah; and once “wild branches,” grafted in, which represent Gentile (non-Jewish) believers who were chose in Christ for salvation from before the beginning of the world (Ephesians 1:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:13). Furthermore, in Revelation 1:12-13 and 20, we learn that the Church is also symbolized by lamp stands.

					This prophecy of the two witnesses seems to point to the coming of two super powerful saints (a word which here 
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				is synonymous with believers) who will be representatives of the Church, both its Jewish and Gentile members. The prophecy, if figurative, might simply point to the complete contingents of Jewish and Gentile saints who comprise the Church.

				Persecuted by Antichrist

				As mentioned earlier, the False Prophet will cause an “im-age” of the Antichrist to be seen around the world, perhaps via satellite on TV sets. He will force everyone to worship the image, but if they refuse, they will be killed.

					Now, when the two witnesses have finished their testi-mony, “the beast that comes up out of the Abyss will make war with them, and overcome them, and kill them” (Reve-lation 11:7). The passage continues, telling that their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is figura-tively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was cruciﬁed. This obviously refers to Jerusalem. For three and a half “days,” people the world over will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. The world will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two witnesses of Christ Jesus have tormented them (see Revela-tion 11:7-10).

				When a Day is a Year

				A word of clarification is needed here. The “three-and-a-half-days” in Revelation 11:7 is likely a mistranslation. A key in support of this is found in Luke 1:7. This passage concerns a woman named Elizabeth, who had no children, and her husband, Zechariah. The passage says “they were both well along in years.” This, obviously, means they were senior citizens.

					A check of Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bi-
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				ble reveals that “days” in Revelation 11:9-11, and “years” in Luke 1:7 are translated from the same Greek word, hemera.

				This term can have a literal meaning or a figurative one, depending on the context. It can be translated “day, forev-er, judgment (day), time, while, or years,” according to Dr. Strong.

					So “days” in Revelation 11:7 is best translated as “years,” because it coincides with the last three-and-a-half-years of Christ’s witnesses before His return and the end of the age.

				Wide-Spread Persecution

				Now, to put this all together, the two witnesses—Jewish and Gentile Christians—will be killed throughout the three-and-a-half-years, and their burial will not be permitted.

				The Time of the End

				At the end of the second set of three-and-a-half years, histo-ry will have arrived at its midnight hour. At that time, “...a breath of life from God entered them (the martyrs), and they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them” (Revelation 11:11).

					For years the people of the Antichrist persecuted these believers because they remained faithful to Jesus Christ and refused to worship the Antichrist or his image, or to take the 666 number of his name.

					The people of the world will think they have the upper hand. They will even think that God does not exist, or is dead, or that He will not punish them for their worship of the Antichrist. How wrong they will be!

					The world will look on in utter shock and terror as the martyrs return to life. Then they will hear a loud voice from heaven saying to the martyrs, “Come up here!” And, the Bi-ble says, “they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their 

			

		

	
		
			
				93

			

		

		
			
				enemies looked on” (Revelation 11:12).

					This is a picture of the return of Christ for His Church!

					Then, there will be a severe earthquake and a tenth of the city of Jerusalem will collapse. Seven thousand people will be killed.

					Sounds like the destruction of Krypton, doesn’t it? 

					Whether these two witnesses are two men or whether they are symbolic of the entire Church at the time of the end, they are very special supermen who will play an important role in God’s plan for the end of the present age, but espe-cially in the new heaven and new world to come (Revelation 21:1).

					During the last days of planet earth, Christ’s witnesses will astound the world with their supernatural abilities. But their story is only the beginning of the amazing things that will take place at the end of history as we know it.
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Chapter 8
Super Saints

So far, we have been discussing supermen from mythology
and from ancient ages past. Now, in this chapter, we want to
look at two very special supermen who the Bible says will
appear in the nearing future. We can read about these two su-
permen—who are called the “two witnesses” in Revelation,
chapter eleven.

This chapter of the book of Revelation concerns a proph-
ecy about the end times, in which two men are said to appear
who possess supernatural powers unlike anything ever seen
before.

The two witnesses will appear at the beginning of the last
half of “Daniel’s seventieth week.” This “week of years™ or
seven years will be divided into two parts of three-and-a-
half years each. The first half corresponds to Christ’s three-
and-a-half-years ministry on earth, which ended with His
crucifixion. The second half will begin when the Antichrist
receives Satan’s power, throne, and authority (Revelation
13:2), and it will end with the second coming of Jesus Christ.

Power From Above

The prophecy of the two witnesses begins when Jesus tells
the apostle John that He would give special supernatural
powers to them. They were called Christ’s witnesses because
they will proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ during the last
half of Daniel’s 70th Week.

At that time, the Antichrist will be gaining considerable
politically strength. He won’t like what the two witnesses
are doing and saying, but there will be nothing he or anyone
else will be able to do to stop them during the three-and-a-
half-years of their ministry. ““If anyone tries to harm them,’
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